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Professional experiences and current position 

2021-pres  Senior PostDoc Researcher (Assegnista di Ricerca), University of Turin 

20017-2021  PostDoc Researcher, Candiolo Cancer Institute, FPO – IRCCS 

2016-2017  PostDoc Researcher (Assegnista di Ricerca), University of Turin 

2012-2016  PhD Student in Molecular Medicine, University of Turin 

2011   Research Collaborator, Candiolo Cancer Institute, FPO – IRCCS 

2008-2011 Thesis Student, University of Turin 

 

Honors 

2017  Travel Fellowship European Section of the International Society for Heart Research 

2016  Research Fellowship (1 year) Fondazione Franco e Marilisa Caligara 

2012  Research Fellowship (4 years) MIUR 

 

Teaching activity: 

2011-pres  Biochemistry Teaching Assistant, 

Nursing Faculty and Medical Radiology Faculty, University of Turin 

2014-pres  Subject-matter expert of Biochemistry, Dental Faculty, University of Turin 

2014-pres  Supervisor in Thesis Preparation, University of Turin 

2017-pres  Supervision of laboratory staff and students, University of Turin 

 

Research main topics 

Dr. Simona Gallo started her research training, as an undergraduate student, in 2008 within the 

cardiovascular research group led by Prof. Tiziana Crepaldi. She developed a strong expertise in in 

vitro and in vivo experimental models, molecular biology, and biochemistry. During the 

cardiovascular research experience, she developed solid experience in transcriptomic analysis 

studying cardiomyogenesis (Gatti, 2013) and heart failure in mouse models (Riess, 2011; Sala, 

Biomed Res Int 2016; Sala, J Mol Cell Cardiol 2016) and in patients (Galluzzo, Gallo, 2021). She 

published her first first-author original paper regarding the cardioprotective role of HGF-MET 

against hypoxic damage (Gallo, 2014). In 2016, after obtaining her PhD in Molecular Medicine, she 

put her expertise into CardioOncology by moving to the Candiolo Cancer Institute at Prof. Paolo 

Comoglio’s group. The commitment of Dr. Gallo to cancer research started by studying the 

protection of the heart against chemotherapy-derived cardiotoxicity through the activation of MET 

downstream signaling (Gallo, Br J Pharmacol 2020; Gallo, Int J Mol Sc 2020). Thanks to the 

stimulating environment at Candiolo Cancer Institute she produced two papers in collaboration on 

different functions of MET in cancer (Modica, 2020; Altintas, 2022). She collaborated with the 

group of Dr. Denis Vivien (University of Caen, France) in writing a comprehensive review on the 

role of HGF-MET axis in the central nervous system (CNS, Desole, Gallo, 2021). Starting from 

these reflections, Dr Gallo hypothesized a mechanistic parallel in the way MET regulates glutamate-

dependent activities in the CNS and in the neoplastic cellular function. The recent research activities 

of Dr. Gallo were thus inspired by emerging lessons from neuroscience field, and lead to her most 

important first-author original work demonstrating the invasive role of NMDAR/MET complex in 

TNBC cells (Gallo, 2022). This new research topic has stimulated in Dr. Gallo the wish to confirm 

her work in cancer research regarding the role of glutamate in cancer as indicated by her last 

comprehensive review on the topic (Gallo, 2023). 

https://www.oncology.unito.it/do/docenti.pl/Show?_id=sigallo#tab-profilo
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2019-pres (PI: Paolo Comoglio), Participant, “Novel MET genetic alterations: unexpected 

roles in cancer progression and resistance to targeted therapies”, AIRC 

2018-2021 (PI: Paolo Comoglio), Participant, “Activation of the Met receptor as therapeutic 

tool in MS: a new neuroprotective mechanism involving the glutamatergic 

system”, Fondazione Italiana per la Sclerosi Multipla (FISM) 

2014-2020 (PI: Tiziana Crepaldi) Participant, “New Biomarkers of Heart Failure”, CRT and 

Compagnia di SanPaolo 

2012-2014 (PI: Tiziana Crepaldi) Participant, “Cardiac cachexia and cardiac effects of 

muscular atrophy: a cross-talk of autophagic wasting”, Association Francaise 

contre les Myopathies (AFM) 

2012 (PI: Tiziana Crepaldi) Participant, “Study of the mechanisms involved in cardiac 

cachexia”, University of Turin (ex 60%)      
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